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SKETCH of the CHARACTER of the celebrated ABBE 
RAYNAL. 


[Read at the Opening of the National Academy of Arts and 
Sciences at Paris, on the 6th of April, ] 


UILLAUME THOMAS RAYNAL was brought up 

among the Jefuits, and he even entered into their order. 
He there acquired a tafte for letters, and a deep deteftation of 
defpotic government. His firft works, however, were not 
worthy of his late produ@tions and of himfelf. In his Hiftory 
of the Englifh Parliament and of the Stadtholderfhip there 
was nothing remarkable, except a redundant, and rather pre- 
fumptuous brilliancy of itile. The painter exifted; but the 
philofopher had not yet appeared. 

A more eftimable work of his, which, however, does not 
bear his name, and which he did not acknowledge till a long 
time after it had fuccecded, is the Hiftory of the Divorce of 
Catherine of Arragon, and of Henry VII. The anecdote 
of the divorce is made the ground work for the view of Eu- 
rope, which is drawn with the hand of a matter. 

For twenty years Raynal appeared to be little employed ia 
writing: He lived in intimacy with the philofophers, whofe 
Courage and whofe works formed the age for the love of li- 
berty. His Hiftoire Philofephique and Politique du Commerce 
des Europeens dans tes deux Indes then made its appearance. 

His friends, it is faid, affifted him confiderably in this work. 
But the tranfitions, at Jeaft from one fubjeét to another, many 
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of the views, and the dignity of charater difcoverable in th 
work, inconteftibly belong to Raynal. He was perfecuted fy 
this production, but with fome degree of moderation, The 
Parliament, when they profcribed it, gave him notice, andaf. 
forded him time to retreat out of the country. 

It was inthe fame year that Beccaria, not Iefs bold, nm 
lefs_philofophical than Raynal, was received with fuch di. 
t:in@ion at Paris. 

Raynal retired to the dominions of the King of Pruffy, 
whom he had not fpared in his hiftory, and who, however, re 
ccived him extremely well. Frederick converfed with him 
for two hours, and made ufe of this remarkable declaration, 
“ T have juft been converfing with Providence.” 

The Emprefs of Ruffia alfo gave him many marks of her 
efteem, and the author of the Notice obferves, that he who at 
tacked defpotifm in the moft formidable manner was never ill 
treated by any defpot. 

He was received with peculiar honour in the Englith Parle 
ment. When it was known that Raynal was in the Halld 
the Parliament, the debate was fufpended for a moment, ax 
the Houfe ordered that he fhould be properly accommiodated, 

Good actions are the completion of good writings. Ray: 
nal did many good adtions. He was extremely {ferviceabl, 
and as he loved glory, he inftituted a number of foundation; 
which appear to be beyond the means of a private perfon. He 
raifed in the Ifle of the Lake de Bicum a monument toth 
founders of the liberty of Switzerland. He beftowed a per 
petual annuity of 1200 livres upon the Academy of Sciences; 
1200 upon the Academy of Lyons; 1200 upon the Academy 
of Marlcilles; and 1200 upon the Agricultural Society for 
the diftribution of prizes. 

The man who made fuch noble benefa€tions lived to fee his 
fortune deftroyed by the Revolution, and he died in poverty 
while he was preparing a new edition of his works, which 
would have differed extremely from the editions that have d- 
ready been publithed. 


——— 


ACCOUNT of a curious BOXING MATCH. 


EE following paragraph is copied from a Dublin papth 
publifhed lately, and we think will amufe our numerous 
readers; 
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“ The boxing match which lately happened between two el- 
derly maiden ladies of fafhion, in the vicinity of Merrion- 
{quare, having made fome noife in the circle of the beau monde, 
we are happy to lay the caufe and the confequences before our 
readers, Avcertain fon of Mars paid his addreffes to both 
thofe ladies at the fame time—a practice but too common with 
gentlemen of that profeffion. A coolnefs between the ladies 
enfued, which was obferved by their friends with concern, as 
they had lived on terms of great intimacy fince their firft ac- 
quaintance, which commenced, we hear, about thirty years 
ago. Unfortunately they met on Thurfday evening laft, at 
Lady ’s, and while drinking tea, one of them farcattically 
obferved, “ red coats are bewitching things.” ‘The lady, 
who was meant by this infinuation, retorted, “* it was a pity 
aldladies would trouble themfelves in affairs of love.” “The 
word old had an inftantaneous effect on the feelings of the other 
lady, who moft incautiou‘ly clenched her filt, and firfl calling 
her antagonitt by a filthy name, which begins with a B, gave 
her a plumper juit in the right eye. The lady who received 
the blow, enraged beyond utterance, flew at the throat of her 
antagonift, who, literally {peaking, gave her a warm reception 5 
for the teaekettle was averturned, by which fhe was dreadfully 
{calded, as well as feveral ladies who were prefent. A moft 
valuable fet of china was dafhed to picces, and afcene of con- 
fufion enfued, eaficr conceived than defcribed. The com- 
pany, for the moft part, being ieverely fcalded, the combatants 
were left to themielves for fome minutes, during which they 
reciprocally exchanged fome good blows without mercy or re- 
miffion, till the footman appearing, difengaged them, and the 
—, at the fame time interfering, a reconciliation took 
place. 





Account of the Treatment received from the French by 
the Crew of the Alexander of 74 Guns, which was 
captured by a French Squadron on the 6th of Novem- 
ber, 1994. 
{By Major Tench of the Marines, late of the Alexander. ] 
(Continued from Page 467.) 
OWEVER outrageous the execrations of the French 
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not furpafs the adulation with which they once approached the 
idol of his power. I wifh I could fend you the Gazette Nationa 
of the 30th of Pluviofe, which belongs to a collection of news. 
papers that I have accefs to, and contains a report of the 16th 
of Nivofe, made to the Convention by Courtois, in the nam 
of the Committee appointed to examine the papers of Ro 
befpierre. Never before was flattery fo grofsand fervile ule 
as in fome of thefe productions, which were addrefles to hia 
from different diftriéts, communes, and popular focicties. The 
ftatue infcribed tothe “ immortal man,” and the poetic incenk 
afterwards offered at his fhrine by Boileau, fade before it. He 
is called in them the glorious, incorruptible Robefpierre, wig 
covers, as with a fhield, the republic by his virtues and talents; 
who joins tothe felf-denial of a Spartan, or a Roman of early 
date, the eloquence of an Athenian. Even his tendernefs and 
humanity of difpofition are praifed. One man congratulates 
himfelf on a perfonal refemblance of him; and another, at 
the diftance of 600 miles, is haftening to Paris, to featt bis 
eyes with a fight of him. He is compared, not by an indivi 
dual but by a "body of people, to the Mefliah, “ annoncé par 
!’ Etre Supreme, pour reformer toute chofe ;”” and afterwards he is 
faid to manifett himfelt ** comme Dien, par des merveilles.” 
On fome occafion a Te Dewn was performed for nim, th 
burthen of the ditty being, “ Vive Robefpierre! Vive h 
Republique !’’—I feel afhamed to tranfcride any more of thele 
impious and contemptible abfurdities. I beg of you, however, 
to remark, when Courtois’s report fhall fall into your hands 
that amidit the papers which have been fcrutinized of this ex 
traordinary perfonage, though incontrovertible evidence of his 
reftlef and fanguinary difpotition appears, yet nothing bearing 
the marks of an arranged plan for mounting a throne, of 
erecting himleif into a "diGiator, was found. Some trifling 
hints areonce or twice thrown out, which the re porter does not 
ft: il ta magnify; but Robe; ierre, lf he ever really <7 
ft project, was too circun{pect to commit it to writing 
oul knew too well the loofe nature of man to entruft his leer 
until it were matured in his own miad, and could tempt to con 
ederacy by its probability of accomplifhment. I never 
reflect on tae ludden and total apoitacy of the French from 
this man and Marat, without iadulging a hope that the verfatile 
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I am always willing to fuftain, by calling to mind our reftora- 
tion of Charles the Second; butat the fame time I confefs, 
that (at leaft for the prefent (my obfervations pronounce it to 
be rather a conclufion which I defire, than a confummation 
which I expect. 

By pofterity then muft Robefpierre be judged. No 
fcrutiny will reach his virtues, however it may exalt his genius. 
Vigour of mind he undoubtedly poflefled, and he joined to it 
{except in moments of inebriation, to which he was fome- 
times addicted) profound diffimulation ; but there exift un- 
queftionable proofs, that he was a poltroon, which fingle flaw 
in his compofition rendered his downfall certain. A come 
bination of other caufes might have prolonged his elevation, 
butcould not have preferved it to the end of his exiftence. 
Onhow many occafions did Cromweil’s perfonal intrepidity, 
and firmnefs of nerve, uphold him and his authority ! 

We owe candour more to a review of the worft than of the 
beft of charaéters ; and no man was ever more entitled to an 
indulgence of it than Robefpierre. 

The papers of the other Members of the Committee, of 
which Robefpierre is believed to have dire&ted all the fprings, 
are alfo laid open, and are equally curious and fhocking as his. 
There are among them orders, ready figned and {ealed, for 
bringing to trial, and executing, thofe whofe names might be 
inferted inthe blank fpaces. Juries, a venerable inftitution 
derived from us, have hitherto had very little claim to the 
gratitude of the French. In a report made to the Convention 
by Saladin, in the name of the Committee of 21, on the 13th 
of lait Ventofe (34 March) it is ftated that the managers ot the 
Committee of Public Safety, Barrere, Collot, Billaud, &c. 
held every evening conferences with the Public Accufer and the 
Prefident of the Revolutionary ‘Tribunal, who rendered to them 
an account of their proceedings, and received their inftruc- 
tions for the work of the next day.x—On the following account 
you may alfo rely. A Judge and Jury werefent to Paris, from 
a place 200 miles diftant from it, to give an account of their 
principles for having condemned two men to ten years ime 
prifonment, who, in the opinion of a Reprefentative who was 
prefent in the court, ought to have fuffered death, The 
crime of the prifoners was, having faid, that “ they withed 
tofee the tree of liberty of their commune cut down.”—The 
fentence was ordered to be quathed; they were tried again 5 
and guillotined. 
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I read the other day a defcription of a drunken {cene betwee, 
one of the Merlins anda brother deputy, which was pourtrayy 
with much humour. I mention this to fhew you, that th 
editors of new-papers here are not more afraid of the executir 
power than on your fide of the water. WhenI comparety 





prefent number of the Convention to what it was at its ip 
ftitution, not three years fince, and recollect the caufes,—ff, 
murder, public execution, defertion, and banifhment—sbid 
have occafioned the diminution, I ftand petrified with ama 
ment and horror, What ftronger proof of the depravityd 
this legiflative affembly ean be adduced than their perpetul 
deliberate ats of treachery towards each other, in betrayigg 
private converfations, which have pafled among themfelves! 
Their annals are full of it. How many of their Membes 
have been hurried by it tothe guillotine ; and how many mn 
have becn fupplanted in the public favour by the informers! 
The thirft for diffipation is not lefiencd; but wheace tk 
means which enable many of the French to purfue it init 
prefent form are derived, is amyftery. If the exceflive al 
daily increafing price of commodities be confidered, nothin 
is more inexplicable than how thofe who have only ftipulant 
incomes contrive to fubfift upon them. I live with the md 
rigid frugality, and yet cannot bound my expences withia ki 
than 250 livres a week. Ie is certain that falle a/ignt 
abound; and the tongue of malevolence has not {fcrupeled # 
aflert, that many of them have been iflued from the nation 
treafury, “ in order to Iefien the public debt, when the dayd 
prefentation for payment fhall arrive.” Remember, I do m 
pretend to ftate this as more than the whifper of party. [tis 
evident that the habits, which this plenty of the mediumof & 
change, however obtained, creates, are deftrudtive of all 
duftry, This little tawnis crowded by men and women, Wi 
like the Athenians, do nothing from morning to night “ oH 
tell and hear of fome new thing.” “Phe national ficklents 
demonttrates itielf nolefs in private than in puvlic opinion li 
Paris alone, in the month of laft Nivofe, 223 divorces took 
place, 198 of which were folicited by the wives. Nothing’ 
more fpecious than a facility of divorce. To render the chal 
of union indiffoluble were, indecd, to realize the punidhmen 
of Mezentius; but to permit its feparation upon every reins 
and momentary caprice, is to corrupt focicty im its fourth 
You know that m itriage is here a civil contract only, wale 
I have feen entered into at the bureau of the municipality, ™ 
whick confilis merely in the parties declaring, before certal 
6 witneliesy 
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witneffes, their with to be united, and entering their names in 
a regifter; but of late all but flaming Republicans have 
thought it neceflary to ftrengthen the engagement, by privately 
fuperadding the ceremony of the church. 

The national tafte has fuffered equal degradation, The 
dramas of Racine, and the odes and epiftles “of Boileau, are 
fupplanted by crude declamatory = to which the re- 
volutionary fpirit has given birth, The French have been 
almoft as ingenious as ourfelves. It was adifcovery referved for 
the prefent age, that Pope was a mere verfifier ; and that the 
immortal compofitions of the two before-mentioned writers are 
harmonious tinklings only, devoid of fire, of fancy, and eleva- 
tiotof genius. There has been a report prefented to the 
Convention, on the Gothicifm which has overfpread the’ land, 
and exterminated in its fury more than two thirds of the works 
of art andtafte, which ennobled France. It will be handed 
down to pofterity, inthe chronicles of the Revolutiun, as a fact 
that marks the fpirit in which it has been conducted, 

Notwith{tanding the various arms by which religion has 
been perfecuted, fhe again begins to lift her head. A report, 
prefented by Boifly d’Anglas, from the United Committees of 
Public Safety, General Security, and Legiflation, to the Con- 
vention, containing ten articles in favour of public worthip, 
has been adopted and decreed. By thefe the Republic ac- 
knowledges no national religious inftitution; nor grants 
falaries to the priefthood ; nor furnifhes any place for the per- 
formance of worthip, &c. &c. but it exprefsly forbids, under 
pain of punifhment, every one from preventing his neighbour 
from the exercife of his devotion. 

In confequence of this decree on the back of the procia- 
mation iflued by Guefno and Gue rmeur, and of aflurances 
from the conftituted atthovities that they fhali not be molefted, 
the moderate Catholics here aflemble on every Sabbath in the 
cathedral, the ufe of which (as an indu! gence) is granted to 
them; but the more rigid, fearle(s of the law (which forbids i) 
hold little meetings at eaci other’s houfes, where the non- 
juring clergy officiate e. Thisis known to the police ; ; but the 
predilection ‘a the country people, who flock in great numbers 
to thefe aflemblies, renders it convenient to wink at them, and 
has hitherto reftrained all attack upon them. 


( To be continued.) 
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Account of the Celebration of the Commemoration of the 
French Revolution at Ferney, the ancient Refidence of 
Voltacre. 

By Mr. Owen. 


had for fome time paft determined upon making a vifit to 
Ferncy, in order to view the manfion once occupied by 
Voltaire,and my curicfity to witnefs this extraordinary feftival, 
decided me to put my plan in execution oo this day. I knew 
not the ftate of the place; nor could forefeey whether my 
perfon might be fafe among a number of men aflembled to 
celebrate the orgies of Liberty and Bacchus, I was un- 
willing therefore to.bea folitary gueft, and an order of council 
had been iflued forbidding any fubject of the republic to be 
found at Ferney during this feitival. I fhortly however 
picked up an Englifhman, of whomI had fome flight know- 
ledge ; and who, though profoundly ignorant of the language, 
had as much curiofity as was neceflary for my purpofe. We 
placed feverally a cockade in our hats, and drove to Ferney. 
The village wore a very gay appearance: All the inha- 
bitants, and many from the environs, were parading in 
numerous partics, drefled in all the trappings of their Sunday 
wardrobes. Having found with fome difficulty a ftand for our 
whifkey and horfe, we repaired to a part of the town, which 
from the crowds aflembled there feemed to be the place of ren- 
dezvous. We pafledthrough many ranks of {pectators, and 
came toa large area, in the centre of which was elevated the 
national ftandard, and the colours, infcribed with * Vive kibry 
ou mourir,” were ftreaming in the air. ‘This fpace was not 
incloied with any fixed barrier, but preferved for the company 
by the national guard; who acted alternately as centinels, and 
kept the line unbroken by the fpectators, Within this area 
were two long tables, very nearly filled with company, and 
two fmaller ones, occupied by fele& parties. At the head d 
the upper table fat the Commandant; and befide him, the lady 
prefident. The reft were for the moft part officers of the 
guard, or, what is tie fame thing, volunteers; for the dutits 
and the honours are taken in rotation, I underftood from 
fome of the attendants, that we fhould tind no difficulty in being 
admitted to thetable. I theretore applied to a very gentecl 
man, who was doing the duty of centinel, for permiffion to fit 
atthe table. He atiured me, it would do them fingular honout. 
We ther. fore took our feats, and were ferved with fome tt 
frefhment upon paying our quota. 
9 The 
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The attention of the company was foon drawn upon us ; 
and thofe neareft us at the table were folicitousto recommend 
themfelves by drinking our healths, A band of military 
mufic regaled us during dinner. ‘This ended, proclamation 
was made for filence: And the Commandant delivered an 
addtefs upon the important advantages of the Revolution. 
Aftet commenting with fome warmth upon thefe, and re- 
commending as effential to their continuance, order and 
obedience to the conftituted authorities, he toafted the magif- 
trates, the national aflembly, &c. Every toaft was drank with 
loud acclamations, and accompanied with the mufic of fome 
popular air. When the Commandant had got through the 
toafts of office, he demanded filence, and begged Icave to drink, 
& Ala fantée des Anglois, nos meilleurs amis.” This was re- 
ceived with the loudeft burfts of applaufe. It was echoed 
from every quarter, and the mufic ftruck up “ caira;” which 
was fung by the greater part of the company. ‘The nature of 
this toatt turned the eyes of ali upon us ; and as my companion 
was not linguift enough to return the compliment, I mounted 
thebench. % Silence le plus profonde,” was called for on all 
hands; and I proclaimed aloud, * 4 la fantie des Francois, 
hhicces Gla nouvelle conftitution, fondée fur des principes eternelles, 
tommé naturelles.” "This had its effet: Mufic, fhouts, and 
fongs exprefled their fenfe of gratitude: We were imme- 
diately handed by an officer to the upper table,—prefented to 
the lady prefident, who invited us to the ball. Ten thoufand 
courtefies were now fhewnus. ‘They threw to the ground the 
burgundy we had purchafed, and gave us in exchange forme of 
the firft quality. They fpoke in terms of the warmeft regard 
of the Englith nation, whofe example they pretended only to 
follow; and commended that genercfity, which declined to 
take advantage of their prefent diftractions. 

An officer now hurried us away to drink coffee. I was 
glad of the opportunity of being relieved from the fuperabun- 
dant civilities of the company. He conducted us to a houfe 
where liqueurs, Sc. were ferved up, and many patriotic fongs 
were fung by the different officers. My fiiend, who was 
rather warmed by the burgundy and liqueurs, than enlightened 
by the converfation, defired me to exprefsto thefe Frenchmen 
the refpect he had for them : I interpreted his inSentions, and 
all thook hands with him—fhouting at the fame time, “ Brava, 
le bon Anglis !”" The liqueur was forcible, and the vivacity of 
the fongs animating : Thefe had a mechanical effeét upon the 
humours of my companion. He defired me to aflure thefe 
Vou. XXVII, 690, 4H Frenchmen, 
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Frenchmen, that he loved liberty as much as they did, and that 
he bad an eftate in. England, but. that he would willingly 
facrifice it for the fake of liberty, I again became his intere 
preter, and his hand was again demanded—with a repetition, 
in a ftill higher tone, of “ Bravo, le bon Aughis\” The 
afternoon was indeed paffed in the greateft hilarity, and without 
the leaft infringement of decorum. Never did I fee men 
whofe air, converfation, and gefture difcovered more happinels, 
They harangued, they danced, and omitted no poflible ex- 
preffion of gaiety. What particularly ftruck me in the midk 
of all this enthufiafm was, that not a term of reproach was 
ufed againft the King; nor a fentiment of revenge breathed 
againft thofe from whole yoke they had fo recently efcaped, 
T heir feelings feemed to be engrofled by the fingle confidera- 
tion of theic-prefent felicity, and not an evil paffion was 
fuffered to difturb the ferenity of their pleafures, Upon the 
whole, no feftival—which had for its object the commemora- 
tion of fuch an event—could have been conducted with greater 
harmony, propriety, and good order. 

We contrived to withdraw ourfelves from the company a 
the approach of evening, and made avifitto Voltaire’s hou, 
This was a gratification 1 could not refufe myfelf. The 
fituation is fine; in the houfe itfelf there is nothing remarkable, 
We were fhewn the apartment ia which Voltaire ufually paffed 
his time. This is hung round with the portraits of eminent 
men, and adorned with the urn containing his heart, which he 
bequeathed, or pretended to bequeath, to this place. The 
church and theatre are ftill in exiftence,—but all around pro- 
claims the mafter’s fell. Upon returning from Voltaire’s 
villa, we foundthe gaieties of the ball-room were commen 
cing ; but, adopting the prudence of the “ conviva fatur,” 
we entered our whifkey for Geneva. As we drove through 
the town, we were received with fhouts, and waving of hats. 
‘Thefe compliments we returned in the beft manner we could; 
and bade adieu to Ferney,—not a little fatisfied with the 
adventures of the day. 


—= 


Singular LHiflory of Bulftrode Eftaie, late the Properly 
of the Duke of Portland. 


Rest RODE. lately purchafed from the Duke of Porte 

land, has belonged to that noble family for more thana 

century. It was bought by the Lord Cnancellor Jens 
an 
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anda Mr. D’Ews, who married that fanguinary Judge’s daugh- 

ter, obtained it in right of his wife, and fold it to the firft Earl 

of Portland. 

The eftate of Bulftrode had been in the Bulftrode family 
many ages before the Conqueft ! It was firft fold about the 
Reftoration. 

Before the Conqueft it was called Shobbington, and changed 
its name as well as its ancient owner, from Shobbington to 
Bulftrode, by a fingular circumftance. 

When William the Conqueror fettled at Windfor, he made 
agrant of the eftate of Shobbington to one of his Norman 
Lords. But the pofleffor, having notice of the grant, refolved 
to die on the {pot, rather than be difpoffeffed of his ancient in- 
heritance. Fixed in this refolution, he armed his numerous 
retinue of fervants, and put himfelf in a ftrong pofture of 
defence. The Norman Lord, hearing of this, obtained a 
thoufand of William’s regular troops, to affift him in taking 
pollefion of Shobbing:on by force. On this Shobbington 
applied to his neighbours and relatives for additional aid, and 
the two ancient families of the Hampdens and the Penns, arm- 
ing their fervants and tenants came to his relief, 

When they had all joined their forces, they threw up works, 
fome of which ftill remain. The Norman Lord approached, 
and encamped before the entrenchments, Whether it was 
that Shobbington and his auxiliaries wanted horfes or not is 
uncertain; but having broke ina parcel of bulls, they mounted 
them, and fallying out of their intrenchments in the night, fur- 
prized the Normans in their camp, killed many of them, and 
put the reft to flight. 

The King having intelligence of the defeat, and not think- 
ing it prudent for him, while his power was not firmly cfta- 
blithed by time, to drive a daring and obftinate family to de- 
pair, fent a herald tothem to know their demands 3 and he 
promifed Shobbington a fafe conduct if he would come to 
Court, 

The brave man complied, and went thither riding upon a 
bull, Being introduced into the royal prefence, William 
aked him his demands, and why he alone durft refift, when all 
thereft of the kingdom had fubmitted to his Government, and 
owned him for their Sovereign! The old Englith hero frankly 
anfwered, * That he and his anceftors had been long inhabi- 
tants of this ifland, and enjoyed that eftate for ages ; that if 
King William would allow him to keep his eftate, he would 
become his faithful fubject, as he had been to his predeceffors.” 

4 H 2 The 
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The King gave him his royal word that he would, and im. 
mediately gtanted him a charter for that purpofe. Upon this 
the name of the family, as well as the eftate, was changed 
from Shobbington to Bulftrode, which both ftill retain, al. 
though the family manfion now, we believe, is at the weft end 
of Hounflow, the very houfe in which James II. refided, when 
his army was encamped on the neighbouring heath, previous to 
his abdication, 

In Mrs. Bulftrode’s chapel there, the Catholic religion was 
openly profefied longer than in any other place in England 
The houfe and grounds were the property of James, who, we 
believe, bequeathed them to the Bulftrode family immediately 
before he retired to France. 





Some Account of S. Vincent de Paul, a very extraordi- 
nary Man, who lived in the Reign of Louis XIV. 


[From a Tranflation of Abbé Maury’s Principles of Eloquence, 
by the Rev. J. N. Lake, M. A.] 


VINCENT de PAUL, a man of great virtue, though 

e poflefied but of little renown, the beft citizen whon 
France hath had, the apoftle of humanity, after having beena 
fhepherd in his childhood, hath left in his country eftablih- 
ments of more utility to the anfortunate than the fineft mo- 
numeants of his fovereign, Louis XIV. 

He was, fuccefively, a flave at Tunis, Preceptor of the 
Cardinal de Retz, Minifter of a Village, Chaplain- General 
of the Gallies, Principal of a College, Chief of the Miffions, 
and Joint Commiffioner of Ecclefiaftical Benefices.. He in- 
ftituted in France the feminaries of the Lazarifts, and of the 
daughters of charity, who devoted themfelves to the confola 
tion of the unfortunate, and who fcarcely ever changed theit 
condition, although their vows only bound them fos a year 
He endowed hofpitals for foundlings, for orphans, for the in- 
fane, for galley flaves, and for old men. His generous come 
pafion reached all kinds of wretchednefs, with which the hu- 
man {pecies is opprefled, and monuments of his beneficence 
are to be found throughout all France. When reading his 
lite, we remark, that nothing does more honour to religion, 
than the hiftory of inftitutions formed in favour of humanity, 
when humanity is beholden for them to the minifters of the 


altars. Whillt Kings, armed againft each other, ravaged the 
earth, 
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eath, already laid wafte by other fcourges, Vincent de Paul, 
the fon of a hufbandman, repaired the public calamities, and 
diftributed more than twenty millions of livres in Champagne, 
in Picardy, in Lorraine, in Artois, where the inhabitants of 
whole villages were dying through want, and were after- 
wards left in the fields wittiout burial, until he undertook to 
defray the expences of interment. He difcharged for fome 
tine an office of zeal and charity towards the gallies. He 
faw, one day, a wretched galley flave, who had been condemned 
to three years confinement for {muggling, and who appeared 
inconfolable on account of his wife and children having been 
left in the greatefl diftrefs. Vincent de Paul, fenfibly af- 
feed with his fituation, offere¢ to put himfelf in his ftead, 
and, what, doubrlefs, will fearcely be credited, the exchange 
was accepted. The virtuous man was chained among the 
crew of galley-flaves, and his feet continued to be {wollen 
during the remainder of his life, from the weight of thofe ho- 
nourable irons which he had borne. 

When this great man came to Paris, foundlings were fold 
inthe ftreets of St. Landry for twenty fous a piece; and the 
charge of thefe innocent creatures was committed, out of cha~ 
rity, a3 was reported, to difeafed women, from whom they 
lucked corrupted milk. Thefe infants, whom government 
abandoned to public compaffion, almoft all perifhed; and fuch 
whappened to efcape fo many dangers were introduced clan- 
dctinely into opulent families, in order to difpoflels the legiti- 
mateheirs, “This, for more thana century, was a never-failing 
fource of litigation, the particulars of whick are to be found 
inthe compilation of the old lawyers. Vincent de Paul at 
once provided funds for the maintenance of twelve of thefe 
children, His charity was foon extended to the relief of all 
thole who were Icft expofed at the doors of the churches. 
But that unufual zeal, which always gives life to a new infti- 
tution, having cooled, the refources entirely failed, and freth 
outrages were renewed on humanity. 

Vincent de Paul was not difcouraged. He convoked an 
extraordinary afiembly. He caufed a number of thofe wretched 
infants to be placed in the church; and forthwith mounting 
the pulpit, he pronounced with his eyes bathed in tears, a difl- 
courfey which doth as much honour to his piety as his ¢lo- 
quence. Sighs were the only anfwer to his pathetic exhorta- 
tion: And the fame day, in the fame church, at that very time, 


the foundling hofpital at Paris was founded and endowed with a 
telerve of forty thoufand livres. ; 


[The 
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[The fuccefs attending this difcourfe of Vincent de Pay, 
in the erection of the foundling hofpital at Paris is elfewher 
compared to that of the Bifhop of Worcefter’s fermon, which 
influenced the public benevolence to found an hofpital fog 
inoculation in London; and hence our author is led to remark, 
that “ eloquence could not obtain a more excellent triumph,” 
In addition to thefe two inftances of fuccefsful difcourtes, jt 
may be added, that in confequence of Bifhop Ridley’s ferma 
on alms, King Edward the Sixth founded St. Bartholomew’ 
Hofpital for the fick and wounded, Bridewell for the wilfully 
idle, and the mad, and Chrift Church for orphans.—Burng'; 
Hiftory of the Reformation.] 

This is the man who fcarcely poffeffes any fame in Eu. 
rope! This is the man, who, according to the judgment o 
his enemies, had zeal only without talents ! His life was in 
terwoven with good works, the benefits of which France fill 
enjoys. 


The account of this great and good man brings to recok 
leftion the benevolent and patriotic exertions of the late exe 
cellent and well-known Jonas Hanway, in behalf of chim 
ney-fweepers’ apprentices, and on other occafions. It was his 
maxim, that * one vigorous and well-concerted remonftrane 
of a real evil muft be more effetual than a thoufand vague 
complaints.” He himfelf made a vigorous and well-con 
certed remonftrance in behalf of infant parifh-poor, in Lon 
don and Weftminfter, entered into the melancholy detail of 
mifmanagement and neglect, publifhed authentic lifts of their 
mortality, which was almoft univerfal, encountered the rt 
fentment of parifh officers of all ranks by publifhing their 
names, informed himfelf of the beft methods in pradtice, 
both at home and abroad, for preferving poor infants. After 
perfevering for years in inveftigating the evil and the remedy, 
he, at length, in 1766, by his own exertions, and at his fole 
expence, obtained an act of Parliament, which, from its bee 
neficial influence, was called by poor people, “ the aét for 
keeping children alive,” 

The life of Jonas Hanway is a feries of benevolent inten 
tions, recommended by his writings, promoted by his bounty, 
and accomplifhed by unceafing induftry. We calculate, with 
pleafing admiration, how much it is poffible for a good man, 
acaloufly affeted, toaccomplifh, In every good work that 
he began, he did it with al] his might, and profpered.””-—Chare 
ter’s Sermanon Alms; and Hanway's Life, by Pugh. 
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INTERESTING TRIAL 
GUILDHALL, LONDON. 
Fripay, June 17. 

Sittings before Lord C. F. Kenyon. 
GoopcHILp v. PRESTON. 


HIS a&tion was brought by the plaintiff, who lived at 
Walton upon Thames, to recover the fum of 200l. 

Mr. Garrow, who opened this cafe, obferved, he had been 
informed the defendant was a merchant of the city of London, 
though he could hardly believe it. The circumftances of the 
cafe were fingular, and fuch as for the honour of the city of 
London were very feldom heard of in Guildhall. 

Inconfequence of fome previous acquaintance, the plaintiff 
one day called upon the defendant and found him very much 
out of fpirits. He inquired the caufe of it. Mr. Prefton 
tld him he had been difappointed. The Commiffioners of 
theExcife had refufed to pay him for fome rum, and unlefs 
hecould raife 2001. in the courfe of that day, he was afraid he 
fhould be ruined. Upon that the plaintiff took a picce of 
paper, and immediately gave him a draft upon his bankers for 
the fam of 200]. This money was to be returned in the 
face of fix wecks, The defendant was fo ftruck with that 
atof generofity, that he infifted he might be permitted to 
ge Mr. Goodchild fome fecurity for the re payment of it. 
The plaintiff told him he wanted no fecurity, and if he did 
not think him a man of honour, on whofe word he could fafely 
rly, he would not truft him on his bond. When the fix 
weeks had elapfed, the plaintiff called on the defendant for his 
money, Mr. Prefton told him, it was inconvenient for him 
at that time to pay it, but promifed over and over again to pay 
it At taft, however, to the utter aftonifhment of the plain- 
tif, Mr. Prefton had the boldnefs to tell him he had never 
lent him any money ; that he had never been his creditor for 
afarthing, and that he would not pay him. 

The learned Counfel obferved, if before this caufe was 
brought, the defendant had any charaéter that was of value to 
him, he would foon fee whether he had made a good bargain in 
this cafe, by endeavouring to fhift off the payment of this 
money, 

The 
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The draft was paid by the plaintiff’s bankers. He faid, he 
fhould lay fuch a body of evidence before the Jury, that if it 
were a queftion, whether Mr. Prefton had ftolen that draft 
which he had received from the plaintiff, and were to be fub. 
jected to a capital punifhment for the ftealing of it, he could 
have no poflible defence. He fhould prove that draft was-paid 
to the defendant by the plaintift’s bankers on the day on which 
it was dated. He fhould fhew by what Bank-note they had 
paid it. He fhould thew that that Bank-note, on the fame day, 
was carried to Mr. Preffon’s bankers; and he fhould alfo prove 
that it came into his bankers’ hands through his (Mr. Prefton’s) 
hands thatday. If neceflary, he could identify that bank-note 
{till farther. 

One of the clerks of Meffrs. Langfton and Co. faid Mr. 
Goodchild kept money at their houfe ; and that on the 3oth of 
O€ober, 1794, they paid the plaintiff’s draft with the Bank 
Note, No. 704, and dated O&tober 20th, 1794. The draft 
was here read, and was in thefe words :—** London, Oétober 
30th, 1794+ Pay Mr. Thomas Prefton or bearer two hundred 
pounds,” 

One of the clerks of Mefits. Prefcot and Co, faid Mr 
Prefton kept money at their houfe ; that in the afternoon of 
October 30, 1794, they received through the hands of the 
defendant, the bank note No. 704.—T he learned Counfel was 
proceeding {till farther in his proof, when the noble and 
learned Judge afked what anfwer was to be given to this 
cafe. 

Mr. Mingay, Counfel for the defendant, faid he had no 
witnels, 

Lord Kenyon faid, there was then an end of it, To be 
fure fuch a cafe never was brought into a Court of Juftice. 
Verdi&t for plaintiff, including two years intereft, 2161, 


——— 











An ANECDOTE, 


Se following remarkable family meeting took place in 
May laft at Rollefton-Houfe, near Magchetter, the feat 
of Sir John Parker Mofley, Bart. Lord of the Manor :—Sit 
Jobn and Lady Mofley, with two fons and three daughters, and 
their refpeGtive wives and hufbands, and 17 ot Sir Johns 
grand children, which (with an unmarried daughter) formed a 
party of thirty perfons, dined together at Rollefton- Houle, and 
{pent the day with that heartfele fatisfaétion which fach 4 
mecting was calculated to inipire. 
4 MODEST 
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A MODEST ATTORNEY’s BILL. 


HE following is the copy of a bill for the recovery of 

the fum of TWO GUINEAS fent in by W. B. a 
noted attorney and informer not a hundred miles from Haveril, 
amarket town of Effex. 


£- & & 

Writing letters to Mr. M. to pay hisdebttoyou, o 3 6 
Retainer and inftruction to fue, - © 4 4 
Writ of latitat, ~ - - O12 6 
Copy fervice and poftage, - - °o 7 0 
Searching for common bail, - - © 3 4 
Filing fame according to the ftatute, - °?7s 
Drawing declaration, folio 15, . © 15 0 
Entering, continuing, and hiing bill, - o 6 7 
lngroffing declation on duty to file, - © 5 10 
Drawing notice of declaration, - - °o 3 0 
Copy fervice and poftages, . - «. @ 3-8 
Rule to plead, - - : - o 2 6 
Searching for plea, . - - 0 3 4 
Affidavit of fervice of latitat duty and oath, © 510 
Drawing interlocutory and judgment, folio 19, 0 4 9 
hngroffing on duty to fign, - . o 610 
Paid figning, > ° o o. - hihs 
Entring proceedings on roll with warrants, o 6 4 
Roll-docket and warrants, - - © 4 4 
Termefee, letters, &c. - - ° © 9 0 
6 4 4 











Anfwer, by Fobn Sibly, of Cardinham,to F. W's Enigma, in= 
Jerted March 7. 


a: my felf down on your enigma to look, 
And long ere I rof; up I found ’twas a BOOK, 


*+* We have received the fame anfwer from R. I. of Gul- 
ul; J. Sanders, of Cardinham; G. Harrifon, junior,of Eaft 
Coker; I, Welch, of Bridgwater; and William Hoare, of 
Dean Prior, 


‘Vou. XXVIL 696. 41 Anfwer, 











March 14. 


oe as the orient rays of night 
Dif, el the gloomy fhades of night, 
The Larf, on airy wing, 
Rifing, attunes his lively lay, 
To the refplendent orb of day, 
And hails the cheerful {pring. 


Whilft o’er the plains, wish rapid force, 

The eager hounds dire& their courfe, 
Intent to feize their prey ; 

The Spur the huntfman frequent needs, 

To incite and prefs the lagging fteed, 
With vigour on his way. 


When Flora’s tribes appear in bloom, 
And fhed arounda rich perfume, 
And deck fair nature's face; 
Array’d in variegated hue, 
The LARKSPUR then appears to view, 
Amid her blooming race. 


§)§ We have received the like anfwer from J. Turner, of 
Langport; W. Hoare, of Dean Prior; Thomas Whicker, 
of Exon; W. Nedwab, of Plymouth Dock; T. Bullock, of 
St. Columb; T. Welch, of Bridgwater; B. C. Fowler,of 


Chard; and J. Sibly, and J. Sanders, of Cardinham. 
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Anfwer, by P. Gove, of Exeter, to T. D.’s Charady inferted 





4 REBUS, by W Bickham, junior, of Afbburton 
MPRIMIS, bards, a fruit pray find, 


And next a voyage call to mind, 
Likewife a fcripture name; 
A near relation next exprefs, 
A warlike hero then confefs, 
A tree add to the fame. 
The initials join’d, in order true, 
Prefent a finging bird to view. 


t\| Our Correfpondents are requefted to obferve that it is exe 
petted they foould pay the Poftage of their Letters, and that others 


wife they will not fee what they fend inferted. 


9 POETRY. 
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For THE Weexkty ENTERTAINER. 


On being afked “© What is Friendphip ?” 


OU atk what's friendfhhip? ‘Tis the link which binds, 
Unites, and forms the harmony of minds ; 

Makes them with fympathizing raptures glow, 
Or move like anfw’ring unifons in woe. 
’Tis love, ’tis charity, ’tis all that Heav’a, 
Bounteous to man, to fweeten life has given 3 
Prevents the dangers of eternal ftrife, 
And ftamps their value on the goods of life. 
Without it, focial blifs is but a name, 
And love a wild, mifleading, fhort-liv’d flame : 
But with it, every pleafure 1s refin’d, 
And Heav’n is all refleéted by the mind. 
Defcription faints: But wouldft chou know it more? 
Turn thy view inward, and thyfelf explore. 
Oh! could we fee thofe blifsful times regain’d, 
When friendthip true and unfufpetted reign’d, 
Vice from the world affrighted would remove, 
And Eden’s garden bloom in every grove. 


Sydling . 








For the Weekty ENTERTAINER. 
ODE tw VENUS. 


H Venus, beauty of the fky, 
Defcend from heav’s high canopy ; 
From love's bright quiver take a dart, 
And pierce the charmer of my heart. 


For once, by Luna's filver beam, 

We ftray’d where Parret winds his ftream ; 
Whilft Philomel, within the grove, 
Tun’d her foft notes to plaintive love. 


The {miles that wanton’d on her face, 
Her limbs adorn’d with ev’ry grace ; 
Her eyes, that thot forth Cupid’s dart, 
All join’d to captivate my heart. 


As magi fcare mankind with charms, 
Fearlefs themfelves of magic harms; 
Ah! thus the tyrant robs my breaft, 
By day of eafe, by night of reft.; 
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Oh Venus! beauty of the ky, 
Defecend from Heav’n’s high canopy ; 
From love’s bright quiver take a dart, 
And pierce the charmer of my heart. 


PETER LUFF. 





—— 


SONNET ¢e the EVENING RAINBOW. 


Mo arch of promife! on the evening fky 
Lovely thou fhin’ft with many a mingling ray, 
Each in the other melting, much mine eye 
Delights to linger on thee ; for the day 
Changeful and many-weather’d feem’d to {mile 
Cheerily o'er the filvery clouds awhile : 
Anon they deepen'd dark, and fell in rain. 
But pleafantisit now to paufe, and view 
‘Thy varying tints of many a fading hue, 
And think the ftorm fhall not return again. 
Such is the {mile that piety beftows 
On the good man’s pale cheek, when he, in peace 
Departing gently from a world of woes, 
Anticipates the realms where forrows ceafe. 


R. SOUTHEY, 


END OF THE TWENTY-SEVENTH VOLUME, 
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